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If I had the
Perfect
Takeaway

The initial move of
the club from the
golf ball is often
critical to the well-
being of the rest of
the swing.  Your
main objective is to
control the
movement of the club with the big
muscles of the torso rather than the small
muscles in the
hands and wrists.
The secondary
objective at this
early stage is to
allow the club to
travel up the correct
swing plane, as
trying to find the
plane later causes
compensations in
the swing.

The Initial Move. Pictures 1 & 2 show the
ideal movement from set up.  There has
been no change in the ‘shaft to arm’
relationship; all you will notice is in
picture 2 my upper body has started to
turn.  This has encouraged my big muscles
to work early in the swing.  Picture 3 is an
incorrect movement.  My body has stalled
and the wrists and hands have started the

swing.  This will
cause a narrow, off-
plane swing.
The Initial Plane.
Picture 4 is a ‘down
the line view’ of
picture 2.  The club
is moving back on
plane and is
balanced.  If it
continues in this
vain, it will move nicely to the top of the
backswing.  Picture
5 is a ‘down the
line view’ of picture
3; this shows a very
different story.  The
early wrist
movement has
made the club both
inside and under
plane.  The likely
result of this is an
out of balance
backswing and an over-plane correction in
the downswing,
which is not very
desirable.

Practice in front of
a mirror to get the
first link in the
chain correct and
get the swing off to
a good start.
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